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LIBRARY NEWS—CHANGE OF POLICY 


Begining with this issue “Library News” will be changed from a 
quarterly to a biannual publication The two issues of each annual vol- 
ume will be No. 1 Spring and No. 2 Fall. The Library Commision plans 
to keep in touch with libraries in the state through more frequent issues 
of mimeofraphed sheets. 


This Spring number of “Library News” is issued early in an effort 
to bring more information about State Aid before the January meeting 
of the state legislature. 
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MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY COMMISSION PROMOTES 
STATE AID TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


The Library Commission, along with the Library Association, the 
Citizens’ Library Movement and many other cooperating organizations 
and agencies, is assuming a role of leadership for the passage of the 
State Aid Bill at the coming session of the state legislature. In late: 
pages of this bulletin there are accounts of Association activities and 
of efforts on this behalf being made by many throughout the state. This 
briefly, is what the Library Commission has done toward furthering 
the State Aid Bill: 


After conferences with members of the Association and many indi- 
vidual librarians in the state, the secretary of Library Commission work- 
ed out tentative State Aid plans. During the meeting of the American 
Library Association in San Francisco last June these plans were dis- 
cussed with members of the A. L. A. staff and with state library exten- 
sion directors from several other states that have sucessfully demonstra- 
ter the use of state aid funds. 


Beginning in July the staff of Library Commission had as its one 
objective the promotion of state and plans. Practically every field trip 
and every talk made has been in this interest. 


The secretary of the Commission met with members of the Legis- 


lative Committee of the Association in August and final plans were adop- 
ted. 


- The secretary and field representative spent five days on the campus 
of State College attending a meeting of the Home Demonstration Council 
and Farm and Home Week, State Aid was discussed with the Council’s 
Legislative Committee. The Alcorn County Bookmobile was kept o1 
the campus during this time and parked near the various conference 
places. Appropriate posters and books were displayed. 


The Secretary of the Library Commission and Mrs. Augusta Rich- 
ardson, Alcorn county librarian, spoke to a group of teachers at the 
University of Mississippi summer school. The Alcorn county bookmobile 
was on the University campus for a one-day exhibit. 


In late August a member of the State Budget Commission visited 
the Library Commission and discussed with the staff the work of the Li- 
brary Commission and its financial needs for the next biennium. At this 
time the Library Commission presented to this representative a budget 
request for $70,000 for the Commission and $100,000 for State Aid. 


The pamphlet, Mississippi Libraries Need State Aid, was edited, 
printed and the distribution begun. 


The secretary has had conferences with the following public and 
county library boards which discussed State Aid and pledged support 
and contact with their county legislators: 
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Aberdeen—Monroe County; Cleveland—Bolivar County; Canton; 
Copiah County; DeSota County; Gulfport—Harrison County; Holmes 
County; Lee County; Meridian; Montgomery County; Natchez; Pontotoc 
County; Tallahatchie County; Vicksburg; Washington County; Yazoo 
City—Yazoo County;. (Following the Yazoo City board meeting the local 
librarian and the Commission secretary made a radio talk on libraries 
and State Aid.) 


In addition to the meetings with the above boards the following 
public libraries have been visited and State Aid discussed with members 
of the staff who promised to make contact with their boards and to see 
that county legislators are informed about State Aid: 


Clarksdale, Columbus, Crystal Springs, Forest, Greenwood, Macon, 
Magee, Leland, Ruleville, Quitman. 


State Aid has been discussed and explained in talks before the fol- 
lowing groups: 


Woman’s Club, Greenwood; Lion’s Club, Magee; Woman's Club, 
Aberdeen; Farm Bureau, Cockrum; P.T.A., Calhoun City; P.T.A. Lex- 
ington; Woman’s Club, Tylertown; Business & Professional Women’s 
Club. Oxford. 


Individuals and club leaders have been visited in a good many coun- 
ties having no libraries. 


Four outstanding meetings arranged by library boards, clubs or 
others for the Library Commission to have opportunity to explain an’ 
discuss State Aid were: ; 


In Aberdeen three women’s clubs had a combined meeting. There 
were present all members of th county library board, the president of 
the Board of Supervisors and two members of the state legislature. State 
Aid was explained and discussed. 


The Vicksburg Public Library Board had a dinner meeting at the 
Old Southern Tea Room November 19. This was a delightful occasion 
planned by the library board and attended by all members of the Board, 
all members of the publis library staff, the mayor, the president of the 
Board of Supervisors, the editor and reporter of the Vicksburg paper. 


December, 5 the Secretary of the Library commission was invited 
by the mayor of Meridian to a dinner at the Lamar Hotel for members 
of the public library board and staff, and legislators from Lauderdale 
and surrounding counties. Legislators were present from three counties. 
State Aid was discussed and members present pledged support. 


December, 9 the Commission Secretary went to the University of 
Mississippi to attend a meeting of legislators who are G. I. students there 
Members of the state legislature from eleven counties were present. 
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There was a lively discussion of State Aid and indications are that these 
young men‘will support the bill if there is sufficient, leadership to pro- 
mote its passage, 


‘ i” ost 

In early November the Library Commission sent a questionaire to 
every public library in the state asking if librarians were making con- 
tacts for State Aid and requesting information regarding the response 
from legislators. Librarians were asked to return the questionaires to 
the Library Commission as soon as possible. To date (December 2) 
less than thirty percent of the questionaires have been retyrned but 
those received show that librarians are putting forth effort and are 
continuing to keep up interest and to ask many individuals to request 
their legislators to vote for State Aid. 


Librarians and library boards are getting some excellent news- 
paper publicity for the cause of libraries and State Aid. Recent clippings 
from local newspapers have been received by the Library Commission 
from librarians from Washington County Library, Vicksburg. Public Li- 
brary, Aberdeen Public Library, Clarksdale Public Library, Tallahatchie 
County Library, Natchez Public Library, Meridian Public Library, Leo 
County Library, DeSoto County Library, Greenwood Public Library. 


State organizations that have endorsed State Aid as a part of their 
legislative program are: Mississippi Federation of Women’s Clubs; 
American Association of University Women; Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs; Farm Bureau; Home Demonstration Council. 


The state legislature convenes January 6, 1948. 


There is still much work to be done. Many larger appropriations 
will crowd State Aid off the calendar unless those who are interested 
keep it before their representatives and senators. 


Make it a point to see your county representatives when they are 
at home for week ends. Ask them about the progress of the State Aid 
bill. It is not enough for just a few people to support it. Oné member 
of the legislature said only one person in his county had asked him to 
vote for State Aid. There is strength in numbers. Librarians, Trustees 
and Friends can put it over this time if we all work together and don’t 
stop until State Aid for Public Libraries is passed. 


RESUME’ OF PROGRAM OF LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 


The Mississippi Library Commission held its annual meeting at the 
Robert E. Lee Hotel in Jackson, October 23-25, 1947. The theme, Bring- 
ing Library Service to Every Mississippian”, was most appropriate since 
the attention of all librarians and “library-minded” citizens in the state 
is focused at this time on library extension in Mississippi, Special em- 
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phasis was given to the bill for State Aid to Public Libraries, which will 
be introduced at the coming session of the state legislature in January. 


On Thursday evening, October 23rd, the first session was held at 
the Executive Mansion Mrs. Zelma Price, representative from Washing- 
ton county, spoke on “Some Vital Issues Facing the 1948 Mississipp: 
Legislature”. She was introduced by Miss Eleanor Zeis, State President 
of American Association of University Women. Mrs. Price pointed to 
the fact that Mississippi leads many other states in legislation for rights 
of women. So accustomed are we to these rights that we take them fo: 
granted. “Education”, said Mrs. Price, “is necessary if we are to di 
pel ignorance, prejudice, and bigotry. Every boy and girl has the right 
to an education. Libraries are necessary if they attain this right. Pub- 
lic libraries are a part of the state’s responsibility for public education. 
State and local governments must give increased support if public librar- 
ies are to meet their obligations in this modern age. No longer are 
books essential to the few, but they must be made available to the entire 
population.” 


Mrs. Price spoke of other issues which the next legislature may face; 
among these are: jury service for women; the workman’s compensation 
law; repeal of Black Market tax, or repeal or change in the prohibition 
law. She said, “Libraries may help the people to be informed on thes” 
vital issues and to understand what problems their elected representatives 
face.” 


Following the talk by Mrs, Price, the film, “Books and People—the 
Wealth within, was shown. This film in technicolor was made under the 
direction of Mrs. Lois Green, Director of Alabama Public Library Ser- 
vice Division. Books and People shows the work of a library extension 
agency and how it develops county-wide library service. The film was 
projected through the courtesy of the Visual Aid Department of the 
State Deparment of Education by Mr. W. D. R. Stovall. 


After the showing of the film the Convention was entertained in- 
formally in the beautifully appointed drawing rooms and dining room of 
the Mansion. Mrs John Kirk, library assistant at the Jackson Public 
Library, served as Chairman of the Hospitality Committee which arrange ! 
for the reception and much-enjoyed social period. Mrs Kirk was a 
sisted by Mrs. Frank Oswalt, librarian of the Copiah-Lincoln Juniro Col- 
lege; Martha Owen, Librarian, Foster General Hospital; Shirley Chic- 
hester, librarian, Millsaps College; Martha Couty and Mrs. Evelyn Reed 
of the Library Commission staff. 


The second general session opened Friday morning, October 24, in 
the Robert E. Lee Hotel Convention Hall with Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, 
president, presiding. After the introduction of visitors, recognization 
was given to Vicksburg for having, for the second consecutive year, all 


members of the Public Library staff and most of the library trustees 
present, 
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The guest speaker, Mrs. Gretchen K. Schenk, was introduced by 
Dorothea Bignell, associate professor in charge of library science in- 
struction at the University of Mississippi. Mrs. Schenk has had wide ex- 
perience in Pacific Coast libraries and was formerly direetor of library 
extension service in Washington state. 


Mrs. Schenk spoke on “The Library—A community Vitalizer.” 


Mrs Schenk’s talk was very much enjoyed by those present. In order 
that others who were not at the meeting may have the privilege of rea‘- 
ing it, the paper is quoted in part as follows: 


THE LIBRARY—A COMMUNITY VITALIZER 


“A little over a year ago the Columbia University Press published 
a book by James West entitled “Plainville, USA”. Mr. West had chose 
Plainville, because it typified small rural communities from one end o‘ 
the country to the other. It had less than 300 inhabitants and was loca- 
ted in a county with a population of about 3500 somewhere in the south- 
central part of the United States. He lived in Plainville for over a year, 
interviewed men, women and children privately and in groups. He talked 
to the leaders and to the followers, the rich and the poor, the literate 
and the illiterate, the young and the old. He studied that community 
from every angle to see what made it tick. And what he depicted in his 
most interesting book was a community without a vital library. 


Just how did this show itself? Mr. West mentioned the library once 
or twice. Jt consisted of gift books, and who had charge of it he never 
bothered to say. But the effects were unmistakable. Starting witt 
the smallest children, there were no picture books to stir their imagina- 
tion, nor stories that their mothers could read to them. There was a 
mediocre library in the school, but niether school children nor teachers 
had the advantage of this extra aid to learning that a good public library 
brings—no summer reading clubs, no place to find out more about their 
hobbies, no place to dream dreams of becoming great scientists, famous 
pilots, no place to get to know the fairy tales of all the ages. 


As young people neared graduation from high school or eighth. 
grade, there was no library to bring them information that would have 
made it possible for them to choose their vocations intelligently, The 
high school vocational agriculture teacher did what he could, which 
wasn’t much. The young people of Plainville were more than ordinarily 
handicapped in finding the right spot in life—all because there was no 
vital public library in Plainville. 


County-wide health service had been started, but the county health 
nurse also was handicapped for lack of a public library. She had some 
government bulletins no doubt, but modern health services needs much 
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more than that. It needs and uses all the books on child and materna! 
health, on proper diet, food and nutrition that the modern library can 
buy. 


There was no librarian who would trayel with the home demonstra 
tion agent to her meetings and tell the women about new and worth- 
while books on homemaking, child care, sewing, cooking. No librarian 
whom the mothers could ask about books on sex education for their 
shildren, for books on flower arrangements, furniture repairing or 
whatever thy want to know. 


The lack of vital library was also evident among the older people. 
The Spit and Argue Club didn’t even have a World Almanac by which 
to settle their disputes. Mr. West found that the drug store sold cur- 
rent magazines and that the young matrons had a little book club among 
themselves, reaching only a dozen or so. Books and reading were not a 
vital part of the lives of the Plainville people. So conversation centered 
around gossip instead of around things and ideas. Idle minds are the 
result of a community without vital library service. 


Another group that would have used a vital library were the ‘ex 
business and professional men in Plainville; the clergy, for example— 
a good library could have offered them opportunities of learning and 
chance for advancement had they had a real library in their village, in- 
stead of just a collection of books, 


Of course, the root of the trouble lay in the fact that the Plainville 
library, such as it was, tried to stand alone, be independent. Modern 
library service for even the larger communities depends on ‘cooperative 
interdependence. It is like the single thread, not too strong by itself, 
but strong beyond belief when woven into a strand of rope or a piece 
of cloth. Had the Plainville library been a part of a county or regional 
library system, it would have had the strength of the rope, instead of 
the thread. Then it would have had a chance to be the community vita- 
lizer that it should have been. 


What would a vital library have brought to Plainville? The activi- 
ties are endless. Their variety depends in large part on the community. 
One thing remains constant, however, and that is the librarian herself. 
In every case she must have more than formal education and degrees. 
She must have the feeling of being a vital part of the community and 
showing it by her activities. The librarian of the small mountain com- 
munity who used to ring up her neighbors on the party line, read them 
the list of books received and later deliver them in person on horseback 
made herself a very vital part of that community. She didn’t stop at 
that either. She asked for specific books for specific problems such as 
the book for the young lad suffering from painful shyness, another book 
for a child to broaden horizens, an escape book for a work-weary mother. 
She knew her patrens and catered to their individual needs. 
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When the mayor of a town visits the library on a Sunday afternoon 
and carries away a book on sewage disposal, one could almost bet that 
that librarian had been alert enough to her community’s need. to ask for 
that book from the library commission, so that city officials. could solve 
their problems more easily. 


The library that indentifies itself with community activities is cer- 
tainly a vitalizer. A small library in a neighboring state, wanting to 
help make a Baptist conference a success, prepared a historical map 
of the county, showing the location of every Baptist church and its his- 
tory from the beginning. That library gave its community wide-awake 
service. Other libraries have featured local products on' the library’ 
Christmas tree, have provided an outlet for garden club exhibits; Camp 
Fire activities in bookmending, Boy Scout service to shut-ins, prevented 
neighborhood annoyances by holding a “most-fun” Hallowe’en party 
at the library, and scores of other community services. Certainly the 
book discussions either lead or stimulated by the library are a significant 
community service. After all, our business is to get books read! 


All these activities can and are carried on by small libraries. But 
when small libraries stand alone, they are depriving their patrons of ser- 
vices and materials they could have available if the library operated 
jointly with others. There is nothing wrong with small libraries as‘such. 
In fact, we must have many more of them, all through the country.’ But 
they must stand together and form a strong unit. ‘ 


A recent New York survey of libraries showed up these inadequacies 
very distinctly, the book supply, for example. Citizens in the small 
communities did not have the same quality of library service available, 
simply because the independent libraries could not hope to supply such 
a variety of reading matter. . 


The small libraries in New York State also were inadequate from 
the standpoint of trained librarians. There aren’t enough trained libra- 
rians to supply all of our libraries, yet all citizens should have the op- 
portunity to consult a trained librarian, just as they consult doctors or 
nurses or educators when necessary. Library service that makes trained 
librarians available over a wider area will spread their usefulness in 
geometric ratio. 


If we merely go to our library, choose a book to read and take it 
home, we may not need the services of a trained librarian. But if a man 
wants to pass a test as stationary engineer or if a mother asks for ‘books 
for her son who is suffering from mental despressions, then trained 1i- 
brarians should be available at least somewhere within a radius of fifty 
miles or so. Perhaps within easy reach of a telephone. 


“All children both in and out of school should have access to: good 
library materials.” It isn’t sufficient that children have books in winter 
while they are in school There are always some who leave school: sooner 
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than they should. For them we need our youth libraries. In every case we 
need very close cooperation between school and public libraries. These 
books ought not to be divided into mine and thine. Rather they are our 
books bought to serve our children and young people. 


Now what steps must be taken to achieve these goals and to vitalize 
community library service? First we ought to have a blue print, a 
plan for long range development. Too few of us, whether we are libra- 
rians or board members, take time to work a comprehensive plan for the 
future of our libraries. 


As ‘board members we should make some definite plans for the fu- 
ture development of the community’s library service, either to extend 
the service beyond the present boundaries, or to join other libraries in 
forming a stronger library system. Where librarians and trustees plan 
together with the State Library Commission, there a strong, workable 
plan will inevitably result. When the Mississippi Library Association 
and the Mississippi Library Commission agree on a plan of action for 
library development on a state-wide basis then progress is sure to be 
made. 


Of course, there must be united action after a plan has been adopted. 
Iron out your differences within your association, but once the blue 
print has been decided on, stop quibbling. Forget personal differences 
if you have any and remember only one point—the improvement of li- 
brary service to the citizens of your local communities, your counties, 
your state. Remember, too, that all library service really belongs to- 
gether and that united action is required by school, public and college li- 
brarians. 


Your campaign for state aid is a good example. If you lay your 
plans well in advance, be prepared for eventual emergencies and continue 
to work for state aid until you get it, you will succeed. 


No: plan however good will succeed without the help of citizen ac- 
tion. Libraries exist because citizens want them and are willing to 
pay for them. 


In vitalizing its community library service through local and state 
planning and action, Mississippi can turn a liability into an asset, Com- 
ing late on the scene of library development, Mississippi can learn from 
the experience of all the other states and adapt the plans which would 
be most likely to succeed. State aid is definitely coming in Mississippi. 
Federal aid is also coming sooner or later. Then your state plan and the 
National Plan for Public Library Service will become a reality. 


By wise planning Mississippi can avoid the mistakes made by the 
older states. By being good strategists, you, as librarians and trustees, 
can achieve results more quickly in Mississippi than those who had 
to blaze the trail elsewhere. Above all, be good rubber balls. Come back 
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quickly after every defeat and let your discouragements be only tempor- 
ary, There are big problems ahead and much courage will be needed be- 
cause too many of our citizens are still not entirely convinced that books 
are important and worth paying taxes for, books for all the people. But 
we know it and are convinced. To bring that same conviction to others 
ts a job worth doing. 


After Mrs. Schenk’s address, three librarians conducted a forum 
on the topic, “The Vitalized Library”. The followign excerpts are taken 
from the talks made. 


The School Library, by Manie Berry, School Library Consultant 


Today we spend the day with Susie Jones, Librarian of Example 
High School. Susie is onhand before time for school and opens the li- 
brary. As always a group is waiting for the library to open. A few have 
reference problems, a number hang over thee newspapers, and some line 
up before the fiction shelves. Miss Adams, teacher of American litera- 
ture, comes to a breathless halt before Susie, 


“What about something new to rejuvenate my work? Right now 
we are on ‘Rip Van Winkle’.” 


Librarian-who~knows-necessity-of-interested-faculty Susie says, 
“Yes, I think we have just the thing—‘Harvest on the Hudson’ by Erick 
Berry (Macmillan 1945). It’s a good story about the seventeenth century 
Dutch settlers in New York State and it’s tasy reading.” 


“Thanks;this should do it.” 


Jim Windows approaches Susie. Almost everyone changes some- 
what with the fashions, but not Jim. He always wears a chip. Jim’s 
grevious recording for the day grinds out: “That old Miss Johnson. She’s 
the meanest thing—just takes off my American History grade until I’m 
going to fail. Give me a good book so I can pull my grade up five points. 
Golly, Miss Jones, if I fail American History, I might not be allowed to 
play football!” 


Liason-official-supreme Susie: “Why Jim, Miss Johnson is a good 
teacher. Her students always rank in the upper ten percent at college. 
Now, take a look at this book. I think you might like this story about the 
Indians tatooing an eagle on Throp Mason’s chest. He was a boy about 
your age.” 


“You mean they were friendly Indians and did that to him?” 


“You read the books.” The book Susie offered him was “Spirit of 
the Eagle” by Merritt Allen. (Longmans 1947) 


It’s Dan Wade’s time: “I don’t quite get it, Miss Jones, but you 
were right about Ed. He has changed and he’s a heck of a lot nicer. 
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Now, ‘he’ gets along with the rest of the fellows just fine! ‘Course: he is 
the best back our high school team ever had, but he sure didn’t fail to 
let everybody know he was good. That sort of thing doesn’t go'over so 
hot, but he has changed now. Let me have the book you let him. read.” 


Use-every-book-to-maximum Susie: “Here it is, Dan—“Strikeout”. 
(A. S. Barnes 1947) ‘ 


But I don’t see how a book about Bob Fellers could humanize El 
Webb.” 


“Read it and see.” 


11:30—the fourth period. Susie hears quite a murmur at the back 
of the library. Investigation reveals that the noise generates from 
Nancy Wilkes and Ann Ferguson. A pictorial biography of Ann could 
illustrate “Shanty Town Blues” effectively. The unbelievable thing is 
that Ann has the courage to stick it out at Example High. 


No-set-rule-for-any-situation Susie: “I see you girls are enjoying ‘It‘s 
Fun to Look and Feel your. Best’. I thought the editors of Look did 
quite a good job with that. If you haven’t seen this one—take a look at 
it.” Susie put “How to be Attractive” by Joan Bennett (Knof 1943) down 
on the table. 


So goes the day. Just after lunch Susie has a call from a frantic 
club woman. Could Susie suggest some new book for the November meet- 
ing. “And don’t just send me the title of the book, Susie, send along a 
good book review, too.” Yes, Susie could do that—in time. 


Susie Jones, a citizen with a four star in any community, vitalizes 
a Party” (Crowell, 1946) helps here, but Susie’s smooth handling of the 
all important who-goes-with-whom business sets the props for a happy 
ending. Susie even dips into the future as she places before an inquiring 
junior the latest pamphlets on job information and possibilities. 


Susie Jones, acitizen with a four star in any community, vitalizes 
graciousness and democratic ideas by her every contact and action. 


VITALIZING THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


by Lois Sowards, Librarian, 
DeSoto County Library 


To this group it should not be necessary to stress the fact that li- 
braries neeed constant vitalizing. This means that we must be forever 
advertising and publicizing our work. No library comes to the time 
when it can set back and take it easy and say, “Everyone in town or in 
the county knows about our library.” Everyone buys food but the gro- 
cery stores continue to advertise. Just watch the papers. A vitalizer 
is a salesman. The library has something to “sell” to every person in 
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the community. Every person may not want to read a book. Then stress 
other. library services. Promote the reference aid the library can give. 
Most everyone wants information on some subject, the answer to some 
question. You, the librarian, are the most important factor in vitalizing 
your library.If you “sell” yourself you may more easily sell the library. 
Join organizations. Take an active part and be a part of the community. 
For example, if you are a member of the Little Theater (you don’t have 
to be an actor) you will be in position to know the group’s interests and 
needs. We established some good will with the Little Theater by col- 
lecting for them many cataloge of plays. In return they donated the 
plays used to the library, and also ail copies they bought to read but did 
not use. Be sure that all members of the library staff are informed about 
your library and its activities. The library is judged by every member 
of the staff. Make it as easy as possible for people to get books and 
other services from the library. Create a pleasant atmosphere in the 
library, one that makes people want to come back. Make the working 
conditions of the entire staff as pleasant as possible. Fight for A. L. A. 
standards of retirement, sick leeave, vacations, etc. Cooperate with 
other libraries and other agencies in your town. The recreation director 
in our town is a live wire and promotes our library service among chil- 
dren and adults. She publishes story hour and special library exhibits in 
her weekly progrdms. There may be a “nice” way even to get in over- 
due books. Instead of reminding the patron that his book is overdue 
phone or write him that some good new book is in—perhaps, “Gus, the 
Great’’—and tell him you will be glad to hold the book until tomorrow 
when he returns the book he has. This might bring in the. overdue 
book sooner and build up good will. 


Make a special effort to send notices to groups such as churches, 
clubs, etc., when you have books they should know about. 


Displays and posters help to keep the library before the puplic. 
Have you ever asked to use store windows for this purpose? If a dress 
shop is showing college clothes, you might display college catalogs or 
a poster informing the puplic that the catalogs may be borrowed from 
the puplic library. Also a store window showing garden tools or fur- 
niture or kitchen ware might have a few books on these subjects. One 
librarian used this device. She used a single book cover in a small 
glass case outside the library with the heading, “Recommended Today.” 


Sometime she had to change the book cover half a dozen times during 
the day. 


Study the ads in popular periodicals like Saturday Evening Post 
and Colliers. You get many usable ideas. 


Use the newspapers and radios. Give the puplic the benefit of 
your monthly reports. Give them a list of reference questions you have 
answered. This lets them know what kind of material you have. Play 
up local history—articles about historic homes and places of interest. 
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Invite teachers and clubs to bring their classes and members to the li- 
brary, Sponsor a forum held in the library or puplic place. In most 
communities there will be a beautician who will talk on the care of the 
hair and skin; others may discuss interior decorating, flower arrange- 
ment, soil conservation, etc. 


It takes study to be a “vitalizer.” There are many good periodi- 
cals and books giving good suggestions. Get them. Study them. If 
you do not have the Publicity Prime by Marie D. Loizeaux, why not - 
borrow it and other good helps from the Mississippi Library Com- 
mission ? 


VITIALIZING THE COLLEGE LIBRARY 
by Shirley Chichester, Librarian, Millsaps Colege Library, Jackson 
The college library is said to be remote from such Association dis- 
cussions on state program level, but that can’t be so from my experien- 
ce with Association Mississippians who are working for better 
libraries on all levels need to join forces. 


The college library does not exist as a self-sufficient entity, opera- 
ing for its own independent purposes. It is rather an operating unit 
within the greater whole of the college itself. 


There are three ways in which the college library extends its ser- 
vice: 
I. Contribution to instructional program: 
1. Work with faculty on booklists, budgets, bibliographies, re- 
serves. 
2. Aids in setting up class-room libraries. 
3. Liason between students and faculty on reading and educat- 
ional problems, 
If. Instruction in use of library. 
1. Chapel lecture, explaining Library arrangement, etc. 
2. Dicussion of library with term-paper classes. 
3. Ready reference work and aid. 
lif. Stimulation of pleasure reading. 
1. On campus. 
a. Exhibits and publicity. 
b. Personal contact. 
c. Debate and I, R. C. material. 
d. Notice of concerts, shows and radio. 
2. Off campus. 
a. Use of library by all alumni and by all Methodist minist- 
ers. (As it is a denominational college the church has this policy.) 
b. Great Books Series, conducted by members of the faculty. 
c. Inter-library cooperation. 
d. Securing and preserving archives of Methodism in Missis- 
sippi. 
e. Cooperation with library associations, surveys and ac- 
crediting agencies. 
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The next feature of the program was the explanation and dicuss- 
ion of the State Aid bill, which will be presented at the 1948 session of 
the state legislature. Dr. W. D. McCain, chairman of the Legislative 
Committee, told of the meeting of the Committee in August to work 
out plans and to decide ways of promoting State Aid. Dr. MeCain read 
a resolution from the Committee recommending that the Association 
adopt State Aid as one of its immediate objectives. The resolution was 
adopted. Mrs. Eley, Secretary of the Library Commission, explained 
how the money would be administered, what it should accomplish for 
the state and some things that it would not do. She said, first of all 
_ that is the fourth time the legislature has been asked to make an appro- 
priation for State Aid to Puplic Libraries. There is a great deal of in- 
terest among people throughout the state in improving library service. 
This bill will be passed if enough work is done and sufficient interest 
aroused, Librarians and Library trustees, first of all should be inform- 
ed about State Aid and form a working group in the various sections 
of the state to promote interest among the legislators sufficient to have 
the bill passed. If these two groups do not work for the bill, we can 
hardly expect others to do so. 


$100,000 is not a large sum to ask for. Remember that this appro- 
priation is for a two-year period—$50,000 for each year. A small a- 
mount will be used by the Library Commission to administer the fund. 
The plan is to make an equal amount available to each of the 82 count- 
ies in the state, given on a matching basis. Larger amounts may be 
made available to a few areas where larger local matching funds will be 
required. These funds will go to aid in the development of a_ high 
standard of library service and the organization of a few regional li- 
braries. The regional library is the recommended unit of service for the 
most efficient library operation. Mississippi has no regional libraries. 


State aid funds will be spent principally for books but may be used 
to increase the number of book mobiles and professionall trained libra- 
rians in the state. 


WHAT STATE AID WILL NOT DO 

It is not the purpose of the Library Association and the Library 
Commission, in seeking more money for better libraries through State 
Aid, to displace any libbrarian now working in the state. The selection 
of library personnel rests with local library boards. With the enormous 
amount of library work that needs to be done in the state there is need 
for the leadership and direction that can be given by trained, experien- 
ced librarians, but there is also need for those who, without professional 
training, are carrying on in a gallant manner. There is enough work fo) 
all to do. 


State aid will not be the entire solution to the library problem in 
the state. Municipal and county governments must, in mose eases, in- 


crease their appropriations. State Aid funds should stimulate these in- 
increases. 
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State -aid will not serve its purpose, if passed, unless people, par- 
ticularly librarians, understand its purpose and help to interpret its 
benefits to the public and to members of the leegislature. 


The Library Commission urges all who do not understand and who 
want more information about State Aid to Public Libraries to let us have 
your questions. We will gladly attempt to answer them. 


The Association adjourned to meet again at two p. m. 
LIBRARY TRUSTEES AND CITIZENS LUNCHEON, 12:30-2:00 P. M. 


Mr. Jameson C. Jones, State President of the Citizens’ Library 
Movement, was unable to attend. In his absence Elizazbeth Wise, State 
Publicity Chairman, presided. 


After the meal Miss Wise expressed pleasure at the attendance of 
library trustees and members of the Citizens’ Library Movement. She 
called ‘for reports from some libraries that have recently made progress 
in library expansion. From Tallahatchie County Mrs. Mose Allison re- 
ported that the Board of Supervisors has levied a one-half mill tax for 
the county library, in addition to the amount given from the general fund. 
The town of Charleston, the location of the central librray has increased 
its appropriation. Plans are underway to purchase a bookmobbile and 
to extend library service over the county. This progress was made 
through the cooperation of many agencies in the county, such as the 
Home Demonstration Club, County Superintendent of Education and 
Elementary School Supervisor, interested citizens and a local member 
of the legislature. The Library Commission sent repesentatives to 
meet with the group who went before the Board of Supervisors to ask 
for increased funds. 


Lois Sowards, Librarian, reported on recent developments of the 
DeSoto County Library, stating that the library has been reorganized 
with a legally organized board, plans for a bookmobile and extended ser- 
vice to the entire county. Library interest has been stimulated through 
the organization of the Citizens’ Library Movement in the county, under 
the leadership of Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth, a member of the Library Board 
The encouraging fact is the interest of the puplic in the library as 
evidenced by the increasing amount of the fund being raised by puplic 
subscription to buy books. 


Mrs. Cliff Thomas reported that the Board of Supervisors of Co- 
piah County has agreed to levy the one-half mill tax for library support 
in addition to the amount given from the general fund. A _ legally 
appointed board will be the next step. Their plans will go forward for 
securing a professionally trained librarian, a bookmobile and number 
of books to serve the county. 


In the absence of a library trustee from Harrison County, Mrs. Eley 
reported that a forward step had been taken in the merging of the 
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city library and the county library, which have previously operated se- 
perate and competetive library services. The two library boards have 
met, signed a contract agreeable to all, employed one library staff and 
are moving forward in a cooperative way. The merger is recent, but 
already there are evidences of improved and increased library service 
and the elimination of duplication. 


Elizabeth Wise gave a brief history of the Citizens’Library Move- 
ment in Mississippi, saying that it was organized at the Library Assoc- 
iation meeting in 1945 with the theme: For More and Better Libraries 
in Mississippi. It is a “Movement” as the title implies. It is not ano- 
ther club or organization to join. It is simply the banding togethrer 
of citizens and organizations that are interested in lending their in- 
fluence for the development of better libraries throughout the state. 
The 25 cents individal and the $1.00 club memberships is just a small 
amount to be used for publicity and promotion of the C. L. M. Missis- 
sippi is awaking to the fact that our public library development is ra- 


ther retarded in its development. It is largely through citizen interest 
that this information is spread, 


The discussion of State Aid, Begun in the morning session, was 
continued. For-the benefit of those not present during the morning, 


Mrs. Eley explained briefly the need for state aid and asked for discuss- 
ion from the floor. 


Pertinent questions were asked and a lively discussion followed. 
Suggestions were made by Miss Mae Cresswell, State Home Demons- 
tation Agent and Mrs. Wilma Sledge, in charge of the Womens Divis- 
ion of te Farm Bureau for getting the State Aid Bill explained to the 


legislators.Mrs.Sledge suggested that the Association send a resolution 
to the Farm Bureau. 


LIBRARY SURVEY 


At the afternoon session Mr. Marion A. Milczewski, Regional direc- 
tor of the Southeastern Library Survey, discussed the purpose and aims 
of the Survey on the regional level. Mrs. Augusta Richardson, State 
Survey Director, discussed the Survey in the state and urged all librar- 
ies to cooperate in returning reports so that our state may be abls to 
make an accurate report of existing library conditions. 


BUSINESS SESSION 
At the brief business meeting it was recided to dispense with the 
reading of minutes. The secretary-treasurer gave her report, For 1947 


the Association has 183 individual members and 22 institutional mem- 
bers. 


Resolutions passed included one sent to the Farm Bureau urging 
their adoption of State Aid among their legislative measures. This rec- 
commendation was made by Mrs. Sledge at the luncheon meeting, (The 
Farm Bureau in session a few weeks later adopted the resolution.) 
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Committee reports were made. The president commended Miss 
Eleanor Harkins on the splendid service given as Chairman of the Mem- 
bership Committee, stating that the Association membership has more 
than doubled, largely due to the efforts of Miss Harkins. 

The nominating Committee presented the following slate of candi- 
dates for state officers for the following two-year period: 

President—Mrs. Augusta Richardson, Libbrarian, Alcorn County 
Library, Corinth. 

Vice-President—Dorothea Bignell, Associate Professor, in charge 
of Library Science Instruction, University of Mississippi. 


Secretary-Treasurer—Louise Williams, Librarian, State Board of 
Health Library, Jackson. 


These officers were unanimously elected. 
OPEN HOUSE 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY COMMISSION, 4:00-5:00 P. M. 


Delegates to the Association were invited to the new quarters of the 
Library Commission at 535 College Street. 


The old brick house, built during the Civil War for a carriage 
house and horse stalls, was decorated with autumn flowers and branches 
of foliage, Attractive posters were on display. One of these was a col- 
lection of clippings and other publicity material received from libraries 


over the state. Punch was served by members of the staff to about one 
hundred guests. 


BOOK DINNER 


At 7:00 p. m. the annual book dinner was given at the Robert E. 


Lee Hotel. Dr. W. D. McCain presided. Officers for the year were intro- 
duced to the Association. 


Mr. Harnett Kane, author and lecturer, received his latest book, 
“Natchez”. This, as usual, was one of the most delightful features of 
the Association program. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIANS MEET 
Manie Berry, School Library Consultant, Presiding 
Mary Bassett, Librarian, Southern Christian Institute, Acting Sec. 
During the business session the group voted to make the School 
Library Section meeting an annual event, to meet each year on Satur- 


day following the general M L A meeting. The type of Program will be 


decided by replies to a questionaire which Miss Berry will send to all 
schools. 


Mr. Malcolm Ewing of Jasper Ewing & Son, showed the film on the 


value of reading, “It’s All Yours” and played the recording of the book, 
“Johnny Tremaine”. 
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From a previously prepared check list of library topics Miss Berry 
led a discussion on some library problems and solutions. Some topics dis- 
cussed were: The separation of the school library and the study hall; 
gift books—Don’t clutter the library shelves with worthless gifts. Every 
library should have a back door—for discarding useless gifts. Don’t give 
discards to the negro library and feel that you are doing them a favor. 
Interest students by letting them help in the library, checking circula- 
tion, writing recommendations on books they like, reviewing books for 
the school paper, making posters: the librarian should be free from rou- 
tine duties to give time to reading guidance: Book selection—buy some 
books for slow readers. Classics shoud be in the best illustrated editions. 
If funds are not sufficient for buying books and equnpment, buy books. 
Use make-shift equipment until better can be bought. There are no 
substitutes for good books. Library development in the state must pro- 
gress as a unit. School and public libraries must work together for 
improved service. “The school library child and the public library child 
is the same child.” School librarians should join the Mississippi Library 
Association and help to strengthen the organization that is working for 
greater recognition of librarianship as a profession and toward higher 
standards of library service in all fields. School librarians should be 
informed about and intereested in the plan for securing State Aid. While 
the fund will go to develop county libraries all schools within the counties 
stand to profit by having more books to use Make use the services of- 


ferred by the Library Commission. Schools may borrow books and secure 
services, 


School libraries are to be congratulated on having Miss Berry as 
School Library Consultant, Miss Berry is employed by the State Depart- 
ment of Education to assist school librarians with their problems. She 
will be glad to answer requests fro those needing help. 


The fol!owing is a list of these atten ‘i-g the 1917 Library Association meet- 
ting. Star preceding name indicates thct 1948 Association dues were paid in 
advance. 


Allison, Mrs. Mose Tr., Tallahatchie County Library Charleston 


“Adams, Velma Lee, Lbn. High School Bentonia 
“Anderson, Mary Agnes, Lbn. Belhaven College Jackson 
“Anderson, Maude, Lbn. School Library New Albany 
*Barton, Mrs. Kate Turner Instructor Library Science MSCW 
*Bassett, Mary H., Lbn. Southern Christian Inst. Edwards 
“Berry, Manie L., Lib ConsultaConsultant State Dept. Educ. Jackson 
“Bignell, Dorthea Instructor, Library Science Univ. Miss. 
*Birchett, Mahala, Lbn. Public Library Vicksburg 
*Bishop, Mrs. H. E., Lbn. Scott County Library Forrest 
Bizzell, Ora, Lbn. High School Shelby 
*Boudousquie, Mrs C. G., Lbn. Public Library Crystal Springs 
Bowles, Julia, Asst. Miss. Library Commission Jackson 
*Broach, Jenne D., Lbn. Public Library Meridian 
*Burnett, Mrs. Myrna, Asst. State Library Jackson 
*Chalfant, Barbara, Lbn. High School Biloxi 
"Chichester, Shirley, Lbn. Carnegie-Millsaps Library Jackson 
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Coggin,, Ollene, Lbn. 
"Collins, Alice R., Cataloger 
*Q’Milla, Lbn. 

*Corban, Mrs. Ada Foote Asst. 
*Couty, Martha, Cataloger 
Cresswell, Mae 

*Dakin, Elizabeth, Asst. 
*Davis, Whitman, Lbn. 
*Derden, Mrs. M. P., Lbn. 
Dillard, Annie Rives, (Vistor 
*Donald, Mrs. Verna, Lbn. 


Doner, Mrs. Genta, Lbn. 
*Eastland, Cornelia, Lbn. 
*Edminson, Mrs. Olive K., Lbn. 
*Edwards, Linda, Lbn. 
*Eisele, Florence, Lbn. 
*Eley, Eunice, Secretary 
“Eggleston, Hallie, Lbn. 
*“Erck, Frankie, Asst. 

*Evans, Mrs. Mary, Asst. 
*Flanagan, Mrs. C. M., Asst. 
xFlinn, Mrs. L. R., Jr., Lbn. 
Foil, Mrs. B. L., Lbn. 
*Galyean, Lilly Mae, Trustee 
Garmon, Mrs. R. G., Trustee 
*Gaskin, Vera, Lbn. 
*Gibson. Mrs. B. W., Lbn. 
*Griffeth, E. Faye, Asst. 


*Hamberlin, Mrs. L. M. Lbn. 
*Harkins, Eleanor, Lbn. 
*Hartin, J. S. 

*Hatchett, Mary Alice, Asst 
*Hayes, Dorothy, Lbn. 

Haynes, Mrs. Maxine, Guest 


Heard, Majorie 
* Henry, Mrs. L. N., Visitor 
“Holladay, Ada, Lbn. 





*Holmes, W. F., Jr., Trustee 
*Howard, Martha S., Lbn. 
*Howell, Mrs. R. R., Visitor 
“Jenkins, Arona, Asst. 
*Jenkins, Harry M. 

*Jenkins, Mrs. Harry M. 
*Johnson, Mrs. Susi ; : 
*Jones, Elizabeth, L., Lbn. 


Kane, Harnett, Speaker 
*Knell, Lola L., Lbn. 





Sunflower Jr. College 

Univ. Library 

High School 

Public Library 

Miss. Libraryy Commission 
State Home Dem. Agent 

Delta State Teachers College 
University of Mississippi 
Ricks Mem. Library 


Public Library 

School Library 

Hinds County Library 
Forrest County Library 
School Library 

Junior College 

Miss. Library Commission 
All Saints College 

Lee County Library 
College Library 

Public Library 
Washington County Library 
School Library 


Secretary-Treasurer, CLM 
Lee County Library 
Chamberlain-Hunt Mil. Acad. 


High School 

Grenada County Library 
School Library 

Delta State Teachers College 
Directors of Libraries 
Carnegie Public Library 
Fublic Library 


Home Demonstration Agent 
Tallahatchie County 
Sr. H. S. & Jr. College Library 


V. A. Hospital Library 


2 Pub. Library 
The Jenkins Book Co. 
The Jenkins Book Co. 
Public Library 

Grenada County Library 








City Library 









*Killebrew, Mrs. James R. Lbn. School Library 

Kirk, Mrs. John, Asst. Public Library 

*Koffman, Mrs. James, Asst. Pi Library 

*Koonce, Annabelle, Lbn. Mississippi College 

a rde, Julia Milam, Asst. Alcorn County Library 

*M in, Dr. William D., DirecDept. of Archives & History 
*Madden, Mayne, Coattaloger Dept. of Archives & History 
*Magee, Mary Jo, Asst. fiss Southern College 
*Meeks, Mrs. E. D., Lbn. High School 

Milczewski, Marion A. TVA ty Council 


*Mills, Annie Elizabeth, Asst. 
Mills, Bonnie, State Pres. 
*Mitchell, Mary Moore, Lbn. 





University of Mississippi 
B & P W Clubs 


Lee County Library 
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Moorhead 

Univ. Miss. 
Canton 

Jackson 
Jackson 

State College 
Cleveland 
University 
Yazoo City 
Birmingham Ala 
Moorhear 

W. Enterprise 
Raymond 
Hattiesburg 

W. Enterprise 
Perkinston 
Jackson 

Tupelo 
Vicksburg 
State Coilege 
Vicksburg 
Greenville 
Tylertown ' 
Corinth 

Verona 

Port Gibson 
}tonotoc 
Grenada 
Duck Hill 
Cleveland 
Univ. of 
Clarksdale 
Greenwood 
Pascagoula 
Brandon 
Charleston 
Meridian 
Yazoo City 
Jackson 
Crystal 


Miss. 


Springs 
Clarksdale 
New Orleans 
New Crieans 
Jackson 
Grenada 

New Orleans 
Pascagoula 
Camden 
Jackson 
Vicksburg 
Clinton 
Corinth 
Jackson 
Jackson 
Hattiesburg 
Brandon 
Knoxville, 
University 
Jackson 
Tupelo 


Tenn. 


"Mitchell, Mrs. Mims, Trustee 
“Mitchell, Mrs. Billie, Lbn. 


"Moore, Mrs. C. P., Lbn. 
“Moore, Mrs. Norman, Trustee 
*Nield, Zaidee, Lbn. 

*“Cswalt, Mrs. Frank, Lbn. 
Ctt, Mrs. Ollie, Trustee 
*Cwens, Martha, Lbn. 

Palmer, Mrs. W. C., 
*Perrault, Katrina A., Lbn. 
*Person, Maria., Lbn. 

Phillips, Robert E. 


Phillips, Mrs. Robert E. 
*Poik, Mrs. Hazel Y., Lbn. 
“Porter, Mrs. Edward H., Ch. 
Powell, Eloise M., Lbn. 
Price, Mrs. Zelma W., Speaker 
“Reed, Evelyn Glass, Field Rep. 
*Richardson, Augusta B., Lbn. 
“Roberts, Anna M., Lbn. 
“Robinson, Elizabeth, Asst. 
*Rowzee, Mrs. Gertrude, Lbn. 
Rowland, Mrs. Dunbar 

Shenk, Mrs. G. Knief, Speaker 
Schultz, Mrs Florence T., Lbn. 
"Skelton, Alen G., Lbn. 

Sledge, Mrs Wilma 

Sneed, Pearl Jean, Lbn. 
*Sowards, Lois J., Lbn 

“Speer, Mrs. James, Visitor 
*Spencer, Mrs. M. Duicme-7, Lbn. 
*Spitchley, Mrs. J. B., Lbn. 
*Sansel, Mrs. H. S., rustee 
Starnes, Julia Baylis, Lbn. 
*Stockstill, Geraldine, Lbn. 
*Stovall, W. D. R. 
*Swearington, Bethany, Asst. 
*Thomas, Mrs. Cliff Trustee 
*Travilion, Louise, Asst. 


*Turner, Maud, Lbn. 

Vinson, Mrs. Vera, Visitor 
*Viverette, Mattie Mae, Lbn. 
*Voscamp, Mrs. Maria, Lbn. 


“Wade, Mrs. F. D., Visitor 
*Walker, Mrs. Olga, Lbn. 
“Ward, Louise, Asst. 

Watts, Polly, Visitor 

“Wilder, Mrs. Annette, Lbn. 
Williams, Elizabeth B. 
“Williams, E. Clyde, Lbn. 
Williams, E. Louise, Lbn. 
*Wise, Elizabeth, Trustee 
“Woodson, Mrs. Lucile W., Asst. 


Zeis, Eleanor M. 


Mims Williams Mem. Library 
Holmes Jr. College 

Public Library 

Public Library 

Carr Central High School 
Copiah-Lincoln Jr. College 
Scott County Library 

V. A. Hospital Library 
School Library 

Fisk Public Library 
Gulfport Carnegie-Har Co. 
Edwin Allen Co. 

Edwin Allen Co. 

School Library 

Public Library 

Tallahatchie County Library 
Member o1 Legislature 
Miss. Library Commission 
Alcorn County Library 
Mississippi Southern College 
College Library 

Junior College 


Speaker 

Central High School 
Waterways Experiment Station 
Farm Bureau, Women’s Div. 
Public Library 

DeSoto County Public Library 


High School Library 
City Library 

Miss. 
Miss. 
High 


State 


Library Commission 
State Library 

School 

Dept. of Education 
Public Library 

Copiah County Library 
Carnegie Public Library 

Mims Williams Mem. Library 


Jr. 


Medical Education Board 


Jones County College 


School Library 
Carnegie-Millsaps Library 
Demonstration School, M. S&S. C. 


High School 

Med. Library, St. Bd. ef Health 
Copiah County Library 
Waterways Experiment Station 
AAUW 


President, 


(21) 


Magee 
Goodman 
Purvis 
Vicksburg 


Wesson 
Forest 
Jackson 
Holly Bluff 
Natchez 
Gulport 
Chicago, Ill. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Magee 
Vicksburg 
Charleston 
Greenville 
Jackson 
Corinth 
Hattiesburg 
State College 
Raymond 
Jackson 
Summerdale Ala 
Jackson 
Vicksburg 
Jackson 
Jackson 
Hernado 
Goshen Springs 
University 
Hazelehurst 
Ruleville 
Jackson 
McComb 
Jackson 
Jackson 
Crystal Springs 
Clarksdale 
Magee 
Puckett 
Ellisville 
Jackson 
Hazlehurst 
Kossuth 
Jackson 
Pelahatchie 
Hattiesbur g 
Natchez 
Clinton 
Jackson 
Hazlehurst 
Vicksburg 
Jackson 








130 registrations, 
and C. L. M. Luncheon. 


Complete registration was not secured for the trustees 


Louise Williams, Secretary-Treasurer, State Board of Health Library, Old 
Capitol, Jackson, reports that since the Association meeting, 1948 dues have 
been received from the following: 


Armstrong, Geraldine 
Bass, Corinne 

Bates Mrs. L. J., Lbn. 
xCarter, Holding, Trustee 
Cook, Mrs. Robert, Trustee 
Culbertson, Beulah, Lbn. 
Mrs. Sally H., Len. 
xFuller, Adelaide, Asst. 
xHafter, Mrs. Jerome, Trustee 
xKarsell, Mrs. Doris, Asst. 
xKeady, W. C., Trustee 
Owen, Mrs. R. E., Trustee 
Miller, Lucile, Lbn. 
Rice, Miss Nannie H., 


Draper, 


Lbn. 
Robinson, Virginia, Asst. 
Rogers, Mae, Lbn. 

Scott, Margaret H., Asst. 
Simmons, Mrs. Maude, Lbn. 
Sowell, Mrs. Reba T., Lbn. 
*Waites, Mr. Hilton, Trustee 
Webb, Miss Tillie, Lbn. 
*Wilkes, Mrs. Ben, Trustee 
Xavier, Sister M., Lbn. 


Librcry Assistant 

Law Librarian 

W. Pearl Consol. School 
Washington County Library 
DeSoto County Library 
MSCW 

G. C. M. A. 
Washington County Library 
County Library 
County Library 
Washington County Library 
DeSoto County Library 

High School 

Co lege Library 

MSCW 

High School 

Tougaloo College 


Wa_hiagton 
Wash ington 


School Library 

Veteran’s Facility 
Washington County Library 
School Library 

Washington County Library 
Convent of Mercy 


MSCW 
Univ. Miss. 
Morganfield 
Greenville 
Hernando 
Columbus 
Gulfport 
Greenville 
Greenville 
Greenville 
Greenville 
Hernando 
West Point 
State College 
Columbus 
Newton 
Tougaloo 
Drew 


Greenville 
Greenwood 
Greenville 
Biloxi 


x preceding names indicates that library is 100 per cent in payment of M. L. A. 
dues of 1948. All members of the staff and all members of the board of trustees 
hold individual memberships and the library has institutional membership. (Wash- 


ington County Library) 


Institutions for which 1948 dues were paid at annual meeting, October, 1947. 


Institution 

Blue Mountain College 
Canton High School Library 
Carnegie-Millsaps Library 
Carnegie Public Library 
Hinds Junior College 
Meridian Library 

Meridian Sr. H. S. & Jr. Col. 
Miss. State College Library 
Pascagoula City Library 
University of Mississippi 
Vicksburg Public Library 
Washington County Library 
West Point Carnegie Library 


Librarian 

LucyLamb ° 
Q'Milla Coilins 
£hirley Chichester 
Holland Lee Willson 
Rowzee 
Jenne D. Broach 
Ada Holliday 
Nannie H. Rice 

Lola L. Knell 
Whitman Davis 
Mahala Birchett, 
Mrs. L. R. Flinn, Jr. 
Lucy Heard 
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Gertrude 


Blue Mountain 
Canton 
Jackson 
Clarksdale 
Raymond 
Medidian 
Medidian 
State College 
Pascagoula 
University 
Vicksburg 
Greenville 
West Point 








MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING, 1948 


The Executive Committee of the M L A met in Jackson December 
11, 1947, to discuss the work of the Association and to make plans for the 
next meeting. Mrs. Augusta Richardson, president, reports that the 
Committee accepted the invitation from Biloxi for the next meeting to 
be held there. The 1948 meeting of the Association will be held at the 
Buena Vista, Biloxi, October 14-16. 


Invitation to Join the Mississippi Library Association 
From—Mary Moore Mitchell, State Membership Chairman 


I think all of us were proud of the splendid report given at the MLA 
meeting in October about the great increase in membership within the 
iast two years. This should inspire to continue growing, and we hope 
that those who have not already done so will either begin a new member 
ship or renew an old one; for along with expanded membership comes 
expanded service from the Association in promoting library develop- 
ment in our state. Individual membership in the Mississippi Library 
Association is open to all who are employed in libraries, library trustees, 
anyone interested in the development and promotion of good libraries. 
Libraries, also, ave invited to enroll as institutions. 


These are the benefits members of the Association receive: 


1. Names of all members are placed on the mailing list of “Liberty 
News” issued by the Library Commission and carrying news of 
Association meetings and other items of interest concerning li- 
braries. 


2. The right to vote at the regular meetings of the Association, thus 
having a voice in policy making and in election of officers. 


3. Automatic membership in the Southeastern Library Association 
without further payment of dues. 


4. Becoming a member of the one state-wide organization that is 
working for improved library service in the state and for better 
working conditions for librarians, Each name added increases the 
strength of the Association. 


The fiscal year of the Association coincides with the calendar year. 
How about starting the new year by sending your 1948 dues to Louise 
Williams, Treasurer, State Board of Health Library, Old Capitol, Jack- 
son? Individual dues are $1.00 and institutional dues $2.50 The Asso- 
ciation has just one source of funds—its members. 


JOIN THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
By—Dorothea Bignell, State ALA Membership Chairman 
All librarians, trustees, interested friends and institutions are in- 


(23) 











vited to become members of the A. L. A. If you think A. L, A. is too 
“far away” the way to bring it closer is to become a member. This 
brings A. L. A. to you personally, What are some advantages of A. L. A. 
membership ? 


1. All members receive the A. L. A. Bulletin. Published monthly 
except August and semimonthly in September, October and De- 
cember, the Bulletin carries articles and reports of the Associa- 
tion’s activities, Those who pay as much as $4.00 membership 
receive also the Handbook, an annual list of members, officers, 
state associations, library schools, ets. 


2. A. L. A. has continued for nearly seventy years. Its membership 
is composed of those who want better library service, not alone 
for their community and their state but for all people everywhere. 
A. L. A., through the various boards and committees, works con- 
stantly for improved library service which means over al] plan- 
ning and setting up of standards benefitting librarians. A. L. A., 
operating on a national scale, is in better position to make con- 
tacts and promote better library service than any one state or- 
ganization alone can do. A. L. A. can help you more. Join and 
add your loyalty and your membership fee to those who are work- 
ing for a common cause. 


Membership is based on the following salary scale: 


LIBRARIANS 
If your salary is: Annual dues are: 
Under $1201 annually seta bined ee $2.00 
1201-1500 annually. . Ss ee eres) 3.00 
1501-2100 annually veveeseeen- OO 
2101-3000 annually... ‘ , — 
3001-4000 annually. 6.00 
4001-5000. annually... ie 8.00 
5001l-and over annually a 10.00 


Trustees and Lay Members (Interested citizens) 


Library Trustees... $3.00 
Lay Members............ senna DOO 
If the library income is: Dues are: 
$20,000 and under... $ 5.00 
Over $20,000, up to and including $40,000 10.00 


Over $40,000, up to and including $70,000 


Will you not respond to this invitation by sending your application 
with the correct fee for membership to the Membership Department, 
American Library Association, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Ili- 
nois ? 
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STATE NEWS 


Through the aid and upon the recommendation of Senator James 
O. Eastland the Library Commission has been made a depository for 
government documents. This will bring to the Library Commission a 
large collection of free government bulletins which will be available to 
patrons of the Commission’s circulating library. 


JACKSON has been selected as one of the 49 representative Ameri- 
can cities in which a survey of library facilities will be made by the 
Public Library Inquiry of New York City. An intensive cross-sectional 
survey will be made to determine adequacy of the public library in Jack- 
son as a source of citizen information. The survey is financed under 
a $175,000 grant from the Carnegie Foundation, and is conducted by the 
Social Science Research Council of America. 


MISS JEANNE BROACH, librarian, announces that a part of the 
program of expansion the library board of the Meridian Public Library 
has authorized an intensive survey of the library to determine the pre- 
sent situation and to make plans for future development. The survey 
will be made by Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, librarian of the University of 
Alabama. Dr. Hoole has had wide experience in library surveys. One 
of the most recently completed was the survey of the Spartanburg, 
South Carolina library, This study led to a realization on the part of 
the public that their library facilities were wholly inadequate and that 
the library was not fulfilling its function as an educational agency as it 
did not have sufficient citizen patronage and support. Results of the sur- 


vey were library reorbanization with greatly increased financial support 
and library service. 


Plans for the Meridian survey were developed after several con- 
ferences with the secretary of the Library Commission, the librarian, 
members of the library board and Dr. Hoole. 


DeSoto County Library Gets Off to a Good Start 


The last issue of “Library News’ carried an account of the reor- 
ganization of the DeSoto County Library last August, promoted by the 
Citizens’ Library Movement and many civic organizations. The county 
Board of Supervisors increased thee annual library appropriation from 
$1200 to $8,000 and appointed a legal library board. That the board 
with Mrs. Robert Cooke as chairman, has been active is shown by the 
following report from Miss Lois Sowards, the newly appointed librarian: 


“We opened November 24. It was a struggle to get everything in 
order for the opening, but we made it. I now have one card typed for 
every book in the library. I belive this is the first complete record we 
have ever had, but we can now go on from here with some definite in- 
formation. We have a total number of 2,609 books. That also includes 
the new ones that have come. Jt does not include the donations, We 
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have the donations on exhibit and hope we receive the book plates by the 
time they are ready for circulation. It would be a job to put the plates 
in them once they are in circulation. 


The response for donations has been excellent. They are beautiful 
-opies—first editions—many five dollar volumes, all new. I havn’t 
counted all the donations, but estimate that we have received between 
150 and 200. Some have come from paople who live in Memphis. I am 
beginning to believe that a great many people outside of DeSoto County 
are interested in our movement. 


We also have a phone and reference questions are beginning to come 
in. We are sadly handicapped in that our reference section is almost 
nil. That is one classification that we must fill in rihgt away. Due 
to the Miss Hush contest, we have been getting many requests for bio- 
grapies—and have only the dictionary, and the World Almanac. Niether 
gives much information. Have been filling in with the Readers’ Guide, 
but we don’t have the magazines. At least, I can tell the patron what 
magazine to go out and look for. 


The truck has arrived and has been sent to Memphis to be converted 
into a bookmobile. I have not learned to drive it, I can go forward, 
but can’t get it in reverse gear. Guess I will always have to keep going 
forward—never backward. 


We were quite excited over some good news today. The Board of 
Supervisors is giving us the department next to us which gives us a 
good deal more room. There is a little room at the back that will make 
a very nice workroom. It is also near the door, so will be much easier 
to get a bookbobile. 


We continue to receive donations in cash from clubs and organiza- 
tions. In theese we will use the book plate naming the donors of the 
books, but all books are to be shelved in their place in the general col- 
lection. We will have no bothersome seperate collections to beshelved 
and never used. Our books are to be used. Donations in cash now 
amount to $8140.40, not including the amount we will receive from Mrs. 
‘Horn’s will. Another hundred dollars has been promised, but not re- 
ceived as yet. Our editor (Times-Promoter) has donated a set of the 
new edition of Encyclopedia Britannica. 


When the Library Commission lends us that initial collection of 
books will you lean heavily on the adult side? We now have more 
juvenile books than adult, We have almost nothing on agriculture. Can 
you fill in on that? Since this is a rural community, I believe that 
classification would fill a great need. 


We have made an appeal through the paper for magazines. The 
response has been so good that we are running out of space. Perhaps I 
will be able to use that Readers’ Guide effectively before long. 
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Our Editor is going to a state press convention and will support the 
State Aid Bill. He suggested that this would be a good time for all 
librarians to persuade the editor in their various towns to begin a series 
of editorials supporting the bill. [| am getting together all the informa- 
tion I can find for him, and he is going to write an article for his paper. 


If you have any suggestions, please send them to me.” 


A member of the DeSoto County Library Board writes to the Li- 
brary Commission: “Thank you for finding Miss Sowards for us. It 
means everything to have a trained librarian who is giving excellent 
leadership and making friends for the library. Mrs. Vincent, the former 
librarian, is now working as assistant and is continuing to give splendid 
service. Our library is moving forward and we are all so proud of it.” 


The DeSoto County Library Board is not content to serve their 
county but is reaching out to bring in adjoining counties. Mrs. R. E, 
Owen, a member of the library board has been sucessful in organizing 
the Citizens’ Library Movement in Tunica County with Mrs. W. W. Noble 
as county chairman. Tunica is one of the counties in the state that has 
no public library but a small club library in the community house. Mrs. 
Noble has begun an active move to arouse library interest. 


It will be of interest to friends to know of the arrival of a young 
son to Dr. and Mrs. C. C. Thompson, Jr., of Columbia. Mrs Thompson, 
formerly Catherine Clark, worked on the staff of the Library Commission 
and later as school Library Consultant. 


The secretaryy of the Library Commission met with the library 
committee of Copiah County December 2 to discuss the appointment of 
a library board and plans for library expansion. The Board of Super- 
visors of the county has recently made a one-half mill levy for library 
support. The group discussed the employment of a professoinally train- 
ed librarian, purchase of a bookmobile and new library location. A list 
of names for library board members was selected by the Committee to 
be submitted for the approval of the Board of Supervisors. 


The secretary of the Library Commission met with interested citi- 
zens at the Tallahatchie County library November 14 to discuss library 
expansion. The library budget was discussed and tentative plans made 
for the organization of a library board, the purchase of a bookmobile 
and increased book collection. Since this meeting the County Board of 
Supervisors has appointed the following Library Board of Trustees: 


Mrs. Mose Allison, Chairman, Tippo 
Mrs. W. C. Taylor, Charleston......... 
Mrs. John Stubblefield, Oakland..... 
Mrs. W. M. Gillespie, Charleston. 
Judge Kuykendall, Charleston... 


“ 


Appointed for two years. 
Appointed for one year 
Appointed for three years 
Appointed for four years 
Appointed for five years 
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Mrs Ada Foot Corban, formerly with the Jackson Public Library, 
has recently returned to Jackson and joined the Public Library staff. 


Through the efforts of Mrs, M. P. Derden, librarian of the Yazoo 
City Library, the county-wide Citizens’ Library Movement has been or- 
ganized with Mrs. M. L. Turnage as county chairman. Mrs. Turnage 
began the CLM campaign with a radio broadcast. The cooperation of 
the local newspaper has been enlisted and increased librarary interest 
is being stimulated. 


Miss Cornalia Eastland, Hinds county librarian, reports that the 
Hinds County Library has contracted for the purchase and construction 
of a new bookmobile, having shelving—thus making it possible to con- 
tinue the trips of a new bookmobile. It is to be larger than their present 
bookmobile, and to serve their patrons in all kinds of weather. Bid for 
the chassis was let at cost of $1,693.04 and the bid for construction of 
the body at a cost of $1,926. 


Julia Bowles, who has given faithful and efficient service, on the 
staff of the Library Commission for the past eighteen months, has re- 
signed to accept a position as school librarian in Greensboro, Florida. 


(28) 





